
Eastlake High School Art Department 

AP Studio Art Options 2019-20 
 

Our AP Art courses are designed to facilitate experienced and motivated student artists in the 
development of a portfolio for submission to the College Board for the AP Studio Art exams (AP 2D Art 
and Design, AP 3D Art and Design, or AP Drawing). There is a mix of teacher & student determined 
assignments that will be developed in preparation for the submission of the portfolio due in May. The 
focus each course is on in-depth, inquiry-based art and design making and the development of each 
student’s individual artistic vision through the creation of a body of original artwork. 
 

While AP Art courses are rigorous and challenging, there are some ways students in AP Art have an 
advantage: they are working on their exam throughout the course and are able to get ample peer and 
teacher feedback before submitting. It is also a fun, creative experience! 
 

NOTE: Summer assignments are required for AP Drawing, AP 2D Art and Design, and AP 3D Art and 
Design. There will be a required summer assignment meeting in June (date TBA). Summer 
assignments are graded and are due on the first day of the school year.  
 

Courses Offered: 
 

Course Name Credits, Pre-Requites, & Teacher Contact Materials 
Fees ** 

Summer 
Assignments  

AP Drawing 1.0 credit Fine Art; Prerequisites: 1-2 years High School 
Art (2D) + teacher permission 
Teacher Contacts: Ms. Flagg / Mrs. Chamberlin 

$90 3 

AP 2D Art and Design  1.0 credit Fine Art; Prerequisites: 1-2 years High School 
Art (2D) + teacher permission 
Teacher Contacts: Ms. Flagg / Mrs. Chamberlin 

$90 3 

AP 3D Art and Design 1.0 credit Fine Art; Prerequisites: 1-2 years High School 
Art (3D) + teacher permission 
Teacher Contacts: Ms. Flagg / Mrs. Chamberlin 

$90 3 

Advanced Photography 
(AP 2D Art and Design) 

0.5 credit Fine Art / Occ Ed; Prerequisites: Photo 1, 2, & 
3 + teacher permission 
Teacher Contact: Mr. Staples 

$30 N/A 

 

** AP exam fee is additional cost. Financial assistance is available – see your counselor. 
 

About the AP Art Portfolios:  
AP Art is different from other AP courses because instead of a traditional exam, students develop a 
Portfolio of original artwork that is submitted and scored. Each portfolio is comprised of 2 sections – 
Sustained Investigation and Selected Works.  
 

Sustained Investigation 
Formerly called “Concentration” 

Selected Works 
Formerly called “Quality” 

60% of exam score 40% of exam score 

Submitted digitally 
Drawing & 2D Art and Design submitted physically 

3D Art and Design submitted digitally 

This section demonstrates your ability to present a 
Sustained Investigation of a concept through a series 
of related works. For all portfolio options, students will 
submit images and writing to document their inquiry-
guided investigation through practice, experimentation, 
and revision: 

• 15 digital images that include works of art and design 
and process documentation. 

• Typed responses to prompts, providing information 
about the questions that guided their investigation 
and how they practiced, experimented, and revised, 
guided by their questions 

These are your best works which showcase your skills 
and abilities. For all portfolio options, students will submit  
works of art and design and writing to demonstrate skillful 
synthesis of materials, processes, and ideas: 

• High quality works of art 
o Drawing and 2D Art and Design: 5 physical 

works of art 
o 3D Art and Design: Digital images of 5 works 

of art (2 views each) 

• Typed responses describing the materials, 
processes, and ideas used. 

 



Work Load & Considerations:  
AP Art courses will require substantial investment of time, focus, and energy. Students will be creating 
original works of art and pushing their skills and abilities while creating a body of work. Students should 
expect to spend each and every class period working productively on artwork. In addition, students 
should plan to spend up to 6 hours per week outside of class working on research, planning, and 
creating. Strong work ethic, focus, and ability to meet deadlines are essential. 
 

How will I be graded for this class? 
You will receive a grade for this course based on rubric criteria for each artwork and your 
practice/preparatory work, as well as your work ethic, class participation, and ability to meet deadlines. 
Your AP score will be determined separately by AP portfolio reviewers and based on the AP rubrics, 
which will be reviewed throughout the course.  
 

Can I submit more than one AP Art Portfolio? 
Yes! However, you can only enroll in one AP Studio Art course per year due to scheduling and work 
load. Additionally, you may not use the same artwork for two different portfolios.  

 
What kind of work will I create for my AP Art Portfolio? 

AP Drawing: The Drawing Portfolio is intended to address a very broad interpretation of drawing 
issues and media. Line quality, light and shade, rendering of form, composition, surface manipulation, 
the illusion of depth and mark-making are drawing issues that can be addressed through a variety of 
means, which could include painting, printmaking, mixed media, etc. Abstract, observational, and 
invented works may demonstrate drawing competence. The range of marks used to make drawings, 
the arrangement of those marks, and the materials used to make the marks are endless. Any work 
submitted in the Drawing Portfolio that incorporates digital or photographic processes must address 
drawing issues such as those listed previously. There is no preferred (or unacceptable) style or content.   
 

AP 2D Art and Design: This portfolio is intended to address two-dimensional (2-D) design issues. 
Design involves purposeful decision making about how to use the elements and principles of art in an 
integrative way. The principles of design (unity/variety, balance, emphasis, contrast, rhythm, repetition, 
proportion/scale, figure/ground relationships) can be articulated through the visual elements (line, 
shape, color, value, texture, space). These issues can be used to organize images and communicate 
content.  For this portfolio, students are asked to demonstrate understanding of 2-D design through any 
two-dimensional medium or process, including, but not limited to, graphic design, digital imaging, 
photography, collage, fabric design, weaving, fashion design, fashion illustration, painting and 
printmaking. Video clips, DVDs, CDs and three-dimensional works may not be submitted. However, still 
images from videos or films are accepted. There is no preferred (or unacceptable) style or content.  
 

AP 3D Art and Design: This portfolio is intended to address sculptural issues. Design involves 
purposeful decision making about using the elements and principles of art in an integrative way. In the 
3-D Design Portfolio, students are asked to demonstrate their understanding of design principles as 
they relate to the integration of depth and space, volume and surface. The principles of design 
(unity/variety, balance, emphasis, contrast, rhythm, repetition, proportion/scale, and 
occupied/unoccupied space) can be articulated through the visual elements (mass, volume, color/light, 
form, plane, line, texture). For this portfolio, students are asked to demonstrate understanding of 3-D 
design through any three-dimensional approach, including, but not limited to, figurative or nonfigurative 
sculpture, architectural models, metal work, ceramics, glass work, installation, performance, 
assemblage and 3-D fabric/fiber arts. There is no preferred (or unacceptable) style or content. 
 

Important Notes: 
 

• All work for you AP Art portfolio MUST be completely original – no exceptions. You may not copy any 
existing artwork or design, or use any published images as a reference for your work. This is a College Board 
rule and it is extremely important. SUBMITTING COPIED OR PLAGARIZED WORK IS GROUNDS FOR 
SCORE CANCELLATION. We strongly advise you to always use photographs you took yourself or working 
from life in order to avoid this issue. Find your own style – do not copy someone else’s. 
 

• Do not sign your work within the composition or include your name within the image. Your name cannot 
be visible due to AP scoring procedures. Your name can be marked on the back or bottom of the work where it 
can be cropped/covered. If you plan to start your portfolio work early, keep this in mind! 


