
AP 3D 
Summer Project 

Outdoor
Environmental 

Sculpture



Designing for 3 dimensions using 
found, natural materials outdoors



Incorporating the elements of the 
natural setting into the design

Light

Shadow

Time of day

Reflections

Setting



Finding inspiration from the materials 
in the environment you are in

Textures

Details

Shapes

Colors

Sylvain Meyer, somewhere in the Canton of 
Vaud, Switzerland 



Arranging carefully selected materials 
in an intentional way

Balance

Contract

Scale/proportion

Rhythm



Designing with natural materials need 
not be complicated – just be creative! 

Note: these are just a few ideas for creative 
use of materials – you will want to think more 
about creating 3-dimensional sculpture



Environmental Art Pioneer –
Robert Smithson, Spiral Jetty, 1970 

A groundbreaking work built on the northeastern shore of the 
Great Salt Lake near Rozel Point, Utah 
(Note: this is a fairly extensive piece… yours will not be so large, 
nor should it disrupt the natural environment in a lasting way!)



Andy Goldsworthy – famous 
contemporary environmental artist

Sand edge to catch early light, 
Abesoch, North Wales, 1983

Notice how the time of day is 
important as the light shifts 
throughout the day



more Andy Goldsworthy



Sally J. Smith



Calvin Seibert



Andy Moerlein



Alain Bernegger



Plan ahead

• What outdoor spaces will you be in this 
summer?

• Can you go to the location more than once?

• What materials might you encounter?

• Can you prepare any design ideas in advance?

• Can you practice any techniques before you 
create? Rock stacking, branch bending, sand 
sculpting…?



Requirements

• This is YOUR work. You can have someone assist 
you, but you need to be the designer and 
ultimate creator of the piece

• Proof of work: make sure to document this 
throughout the process. Take pieces before, 
during, and after. At least one picture needs to 
clearly show you creating the work. 

• Take careful, artful, and high quality finished 
images from several angles. Ideally if this is strong 
work, you will be using these in your portfolio! 


